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“During the darkest days of the AIDS crisis, we
buried our friends in the morning, we protested
in the afternoon, and we danced all night long.
The dance kept us in the fight because it was the
dance we were fighting for. It didn’t look like we
were going to win then and we did. It doesn’t feel
like we’re going to win now but we could. Keep
fighting, keep dancing.” ~ Dan Savage






“There are two things that are important in politics.
The first is money and | can’t remember what the
secondoneis.”  — Mark Hanna

US Senator from Ohio
Mark Hanna (1837-1904)

Led William McKinley’s presidential
campaign and raised thousands
from directly from corporations



Citizens United v. Federal Election

Commission

e 2010 landmark SCOTUS decision about
campaign finance laws and giving corporate
persons First Amendment rights

Ruling effectively freed corporations
(including incorporated nonprofit

organizations) to spend money on
electioneering and advocate for candidates

Former Justice John Paul Stevens:

“In the context of election to public office, the distinction
between corporate and human speakers is significant.
Although they make enormous contributions to our society,
corporations are not actually members of it. They cannot
vote or run for office.”



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Paul_Stevens




HB6 Subsidies
Ohioans have paid
to AEP, AES & Duke

For coal-power plants
since 1/1/20

(Estimated)
2/4/2025 4
e %  §




House Bill 6 Scandal: By the Numbers
Py

$60 miillion $1.5 billion || $4.3 million
% % scheme by amount that amount FirstEnergy

FirstEnergy to FirstEnergy expected admitted paying Sam

bailout aging to receive as the Randazzo, the former

nuclear plants result of HB 6 chair of the Public

Utilities Commission

$230 miillion $3.9 miillion
Y fine that FirstEnergy = fine that FirstEnergy

$100 miillion

iy for FirstEnergy and
$19 million paid as part of its agreed to pay for lying
for AEP fines issued deferred prosecution about its lobbying

by the SEC agreement activities



FirstEnergy

Partners for Progress

$25 million

Generation Now Coalition for Growth & Opportunity
$13.9 million $300,000




Coalition for
Growth & Opportunity
$200,000

American Electric Power

Empowering Ohio’s Economy
$8.7 million

Generation Now
$700,000

Coalition for Term Limits
$500,000




FirstEnergy Generation Atomic: $600,000
Securing Ohio’s Future: $300,000
Consumers Against Deceptive Fees: $200,000

Liberty Ohio: $150,000

Partners for Progress Rebuilding America: $100,000
$25 million

Jobs & Progress Fund: $85,000

Protecting Ohio: $75,000




American Electric Open Road Path: $3~ million
Power
Cleveland 2016 Host Committee: $750,000
State Solutions Inc: $525,000
Two Paths America: $250,000

Rule of Law Defense Fund: $150,000

Empowering Ohio’s Economy '
$8.7 million Liberty Ohio: $100,000

Ohio Governor Residence & Office Foundation: $50,000

Other 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(3)s: $1.5+ million




Recent House Bill 6 Corruption Scheme News

Case: 1:25-cr-00006-TSB Doc #: 22 Filed: 01/22/25 Page: 1 of 1 PAGEID #: 135

AO 442 (Rev. 11/11) Asvest Warrant
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the
Southemn District of Ohio
United States of America
V.

i casre. 1 IS5 CR 006(1)
CHARLES E. JONES ;
4 )
Defendant

ARREST WARRANT
To:  Any authorized law enforcement officer
YOU ARE COMMANDED to arrest and bring before a United States magistrate judge without unnecessary delay

(name of person to be arrested)  CHARLES E. JONES
who is accused of an offense or violation based on the following document filed with the court:

& Indi O Sup ng Indi o o ding Infic O Complaint
O Probation Violation Petition O Supervised Release Violation Petition OViolation Notice (3 Order of the Court

This offense is bricfly described as follows:

18 U.S.C. Section 1962(d) - Conspiracy to Participate, Directly or Indirectly, in the Conduct of an Enterprise’s Affairs
through a Pattern of Racketeering Activity

Date: 01/15/2025 Zo,—_,L LI st
s

3 I
City and state: __ Richard W. Nagel, Clerk, U.S. Diggic) &
Printed name and titla L

Return

This warrant was received on (date) _ 15/202¢ , and the person was arrested on (date) /17
at (city and state) ; > -~
§i 3 LS . 7 77
Date: A..‘,7 L y )
- Arresting officet s signature
Pane _Ljetee(, o/
7777 Printed name and tifle

On Jan. 17, the SEC announced that
American Electric Power—which has
managed to fly under the radar until
now—nhas agreed to pay $19 million
because of their $1.2 million dark
money payments in the corruption
scheme as well as lies to investors.

Former FirstEnergy executives Chuck
Jones and Mike Dowling were
indicted on federal racketeering
charges.

bit.ly/HB6Timeline



http://bit.ly/HB6Timeline
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HB6, Ohio’s Biggest Corruption
Scandal

In 2023, Former Speaker of the Ohlo Larry
Householder and former Chair of the Republican
Party and political operative Matt Borges were
found guiity of racketeering and bribery

Householder and SBorges rececved maximum
sentences for their part In the successful $60
million scheme by FirstEnergy and other utility
companies to buy seats and votes in the Ohio
House to secure passage of House Bill 6 - a
billion dollar ballout of failing nuclear and coal
plants in Ohio and Indiana.

Others have been indicted in the massive and
complex HB6 scandal, and the investigations
continue, In 2024, FirstEnergy executives Chuck
Jones and Mike Dowling were charged with
bribery and engaging in corruption and as of
January 2026 were still awaiting trial

What You Can Do:
Tell your Ohio reprosentatives 1o pass

legislotion to shine a bght on dork
maney!

_v\'ﬁ.\ 3 \\..- ~‘”.\p'-

L vy Hosrseholder Matt hovges

Why It Matters:

¢ A of January 2025, the total cost to rate payers
for the coal plant subsidies s more than $400
milllon

¢ HE 8 left Ohio with the least stringent clean-
energy program in the US.

7 Ohio's lax campaign finance laws and lack of
transparency allow interssted parties to spend
unlimited money on loblyytng and in slections
while keeping the public in the dark,

Check out our website 10 stay up-to-
date on the fight for tramsparency in
government.

House Bill 6 Scandal: By the Numbers

e
$60 million = $1.5 billion
wcheme by @ amount that
FirstEnergy to FirstEnergy expected
bailout aging to receive as the
nuciear plants result of HB 6
$100 miillion $230 million
fine to FirstEnergy fine that FirstEnergy
issued by the SEC paid as part of its
deferred prosecution
agreement
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the Citizens A
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happening again



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq9JZ8FhhUv9j4DcHrJeBXPVM1I8D_hJqPBvmHQm0qmcpr-A/viewform
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Big Tech Donations to Trump’s Inaugural
C il i —d-

Tech CEOs

(a) Uber & Apple
=, CEO Darq vﬁ CEO Tim
Khosrowshahi Cook

' } Meta n OpenAl
@  CEO Mark - CEO Sam

Zuckerberg Altman




Buying Access to the Auguration & Power

Corporations

ripple &

amazon Uber

O\ Meta




Scott Bessent, Dept. of the Treasury: hedge fund manager, donated $1
million to MAGA Inc., and another $676,500 to Trump's campaign and
affiliated committees.

Doug Burgum, Dept. of Interior: former governor of North Dakota, sold

his software company to Microsoft for $1.1 billion
Linda McMahon, Dept. of Education: former professional wrestling

executive, donated $20 million to the

Make America Great Again Inc. super PAC and
another $937,800 to his campaign and affiliated
Committees.

Elon Musk, Dept. of Govt. Efficiency : CEO of Tesla
and SpaceX, donated $277 million help Trump get
into office, primarily by seeding a super PAC,
America PAC, which ran field organizing to boost
Trump.




e DOGE is not an official commission. & X
o Elon MUSk haS nOt been confirmed by The .’;-DCGEteam is rapidly shutting down these illegal
payments

the US Senate. ~ ——T—

e DOGE seized full and unprecedented T S g s i
access to the US Treasury’s payment e Ty ol e e s s

system.

e Musk is attacking entities like
Lutheran Social Services of Central
Ohio which runs Franklin County's only
domestic violence shelter, and Faith
Mission. They also run food pantries.

W 1583k @ Reply (2 Copylink

Read 10.5K replies

FireMusk.org



There is not just one fish. It takes time to get
organized and there are many ways to get
involved!

DON'T PANIC ORGANIZE




Send an email to ,eegirz‘er voters.

your Ug: Senator. ‘Wnte a letter to the edilor.

Urge local leaders to take a stand.

Fost articles NOT RESIGNING .. Defend those under
and. ways te attack with financial
. v support and by
) .m » u speang up.

sacial media. m = | ; ,-

What is your "

favorite

organization ; " ‘

doing? Join 7 74\ | -

inl / N Call your member

it b RARN S ¥ 7 \



LET'S REALLY CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH THIS YEAR!

Below are a few additional African American historical figures you could
choose to use when teaching your students.

Angela Davis Richard Wright Mae J--é“r'nison James Baldwin



Some ways to talk about what'’s
° hﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂ!ﬂﬂ state that is an impermissible power grab

e Name the real world impacts, avoid policy jargon or “violation of norms”

e Make this about taking away things people depend on: food assistance
programs, public health programs, etc

e Focus on who it harms (e.g., seniors, long-term care, kids, veterans).

e Highlight how policy changes benefit those in power and the very wealthy.

=,

e Don’trely on legal arguments. Speak
from the heart. P

e Don’t focus on Pres. Trump alone. His authoritarian o
power grabs would not be possible without help from F
billionaires and other elected officials. —

»b
D /L

W

2

QD



Some to take action

e Volunteer- Fight with kindness for kindness.

e Send an email or letter to those who represent you
in DC or at the Ohio Statehouse

e Read and reflect on MLK’s letter from Birmingham
jail.

e Explore history- |
Learning from the Abolitionists’ Our lives begin

Handbook. to end the day #MEW*
o o we become :
e Read about organizing- i ol
No Short Cuts: Organizing for things that

Power in the New Gilded Age matter.”



https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://grassrootsconnector.substack.com/p/learning-from-the-abolitionist-playbook
https://grassrootsconnector.substack.com/p/learning-from-the-abolitionist-playbook
https://commonslibrary.org/no-shortcuts-to-building-power/
https://commonslibrary.org/no-shortcuts-to-building-power/

You are a Trusted Messenger

Messengers Who Help Spread Awareness

.. Close friends 36%
This is YOU! National news anchor 34%
Immediate family members B2 W
Social media friend TRl I e
Spouse/partner B0 W
. . Local news anchor 26%
o YOU dare maore ||kE|y tO make frlendS Local news commentator/show hosts 21%
National news commentator/show hosts 19%
I 1 Local government officials / politicians 16%
and family aware of a topic. poohimuniodll |
Other family members 15%
. . . Local journalists 15%
e Friends and Family are more likely National journalists || 15%
Social media influencers or content creators 15%
= Federal/national government politicians / officials 15%
to tu n to YO U to Stay Info rmEd Television/streaming media celebrities 18 W
. State governors 13%
Local community leaders / city council members 12%
ol b o Ut ol to p IC. Doctor/medical professionals 12%
Non-profit organizations/groups 11%
Church mnbers / faith community members 11%
Fed gov't agency representatives 11%
State representatives 10%
Scientists L0 W
Local representatives R ORI ...
This is us Podcast hosts [ 0% [

Ad Council Research Institute Trusted messenger study 2022



https://ad-council.brightspotcdn.com/12/13/1b15280b441da5a607aed57185be/adcouncil-acri-trustedmessenger-report-11-2022-final.pdf

Disengage From Unproductive Conversations

Conversations may escalate and become unproductive and that is okay! Stay
calm and respectfully disengage from the conversation using these tips.

1. Be empathetic and Unjudging
2. Focus on Feelings
3. Excuse yourself from the conversation

| didn't mean to upset
you!
| can tell that you care a Sorry to cut you off, |

lot about this issue. have to go take care of
something.
Can we talk some other
time?

How about we finish
talking about this
later.




Establish, Build, and Maintain Trust

Listen to understand not to respond!

Do not interrupt and do not form a response until they are
finished speaking

“l see, what | hear
Repeat their concern back to them you saying is

. ) [repeat concern]
Repeating back shows that you are making an effort to
listen. This lessens the chance of a simple misunderstanding | REREERUCILD LIS

Ask questions to get to the source of the concern!

This is how we demonstrate that we are interested in their
perspective. This is where we find common values!




Express Empathy

Validate their emotions and understand where they are coming from.
Acknowledge and relate to what the person is sharing. Respond
without judgement and avoid making assumptions.

Connect on shared values
e Fair elections
e People choosing their
Government = Democracy
e Love of family

“l see where you're coming
from.
It can be hard to know what

information on social media is
real when there is so much
misinformation and clickbait.




Share correct information and trusted sources

Guide them to trusted sources of information. L

o . ) “I've seen that too! Want
Ask for Permission before sharing. to know what what I

heard?”

“Do you mind if | show
you how I verify info or
news?"”




The decline in journalism parallels the decline in
democracy.

o 74% of Americans say that
criticism from the media
keeps political leaders from
doing things that they
shouldn’t (Pew 9/2024)

e Support local journalism and
nonprofit journalism like
Ohio Public Radio, the Ohio
Capital Journal, and
ProPublica.

e Question the way that those
in power frame their
decisions and how they
“other” fellow Americans




“We all have gifts, strategies, insights, and
challenges that are going to manifest in this
life, in this body, in this time, in this place
for a reason. And | believe that if this
country really is ahouse on a fire, we chose
to live out our lives here because we are
water. We are here because we have a gift
for saving ourselves and each other.”

Saeed Jones on Nov. S, 2024



