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“During the darkest days of the AIDS crisis, we 
buried our friends in the morning, we protested 
in the afternoon, and we danced all night long. 
The dance kept us in the fight because it was the 
dance we were fighting for. It didn’t look like we 
were going to win then and we did. It doesn’t feel 
like we’re going to win now but we could. Keep 
fighting, keep dancing.”   ~   Dan Savage





“There are two things that are important in politics. 
The first is money and I can’t remember what the 
second one is.”      ― Mark Hanna

US Senator from Ohio 
Mark Hanna (1837-1904)

Led William McKinley’s presidential 
campaign and raised thousands 
from directly from corporations  



        Citizens United v. Federal Election 
Commission
● 2010 landmark SCOTUS decision about 

campaign finance laws and giving corporate 
persons First Amendment rights 

● Ruling effectively freed corporations 
(including incorporated nonprofit 
organizations) to spend money on 
electioneering and advocate for candidates 

Former Justice John Paul Stevens:

“In the context of election to public office, the distinction 
between corporate and human speakers is significant. 
Although they make enormous contributions to our society, 
corporations are not actually members of it. They cannot 
vote or run for office.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Paul_Stevens




Citizens United v. FEC Decision Set the Stage

 2/4/2025













Recent House Bill 6 Corruption Scheme News 

On Jan. 17, the SEC announced that 
American Electric Power—which has 
managed to fly under the radar until 
now—has agreed to pay $19 million 
because of their $1.2 million dark 
money payments in the corruption 
scheme as well as lies to investors.  

Former FirstEnergy executives Chuck 
Jones and Mike Dowling were 
indicted on federal racketeering 
charges. 

    bit.ly/HB6Timeline

http://bit.ly/HB6Timeline




Send an email to your state representative and senator 
encouraging greater transparency and an end to dark 
money in Ohio elections. Share Information about the 
House Bill 6 Scheme  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq9JZ8FhhUv9j4DcHrJeBXPVM1I8D_hJqPBvmHQm0qmcpr-A/viewform




Big Tech Donations to Trump’s Inaugural 
Committee 



Buying Access to the Auguration & Power 



Billionaires in Trump’s Cabinet 
● Scott Bessent, Dept. of the Treasury:  hedge fund manager,  donated $1 

million to MAGA Inc., and another $676,500 to Trump's campaign and 
affiliated committees.

● Doug Burgum, Dept. of Interior: former governor of North Dakota, sold 
his software company to Microsoft for $1.1 billion 

● Linda McMahon, Dept. of Education: former professional wrestling 
executive, donated $20 million to the 

● Make America Great Again Inc. super PAC and 
● another $937,800 to his campaign and affiliated 
● Committees.
● Elon Musk, Dept. of Govt. Efficiency : CEO of Tesla 
● and SpaceX, donated $277 million help Trump get
● into office, primarily by seeding a super PAC, 
● America PAC, which ran field organizing to boost 
● Trump.  



Department of Government Efficiency & Elon Musk
● DOGE is not an official commission. 
● Elon Musk has not been confirmed by 

the US Senate.
● DOGE seized full and unprecedented 

access to the US Treasury’s payment 
system.

● Musk is attacking entities like 
Lutheran Social Services of Central 
Ohio which runs Franklin County's only 
domestic violence shelter, and Faith 
Mission. They also run food pantries. 

FireMusk.org



There is not just one fish. It takes time to get 
organized and there are many ways to get 
involved! 



Send an email to 
your US Senator. 

Call your member 
of Congress 

Post articles 
and ways to 
take action on 
social media.

Defend those under 
attack with financial 
support and by 
speaking up. 

Write a letter to the editor.

What is your 
favorite 
organization 
doing? Join 
in! 

Register voters. 

Urge local leaders to take a stand.





Some ways to talk about what’s 
happening ● Name the action; state that is an impermissible power grab

● Name the real world impacts, avoid policy jargon or “violation of norms”
● Make this about taking away things people depend on: food assistance 

programs, public health programs, etc
● Focus on who it harms (e.g., seniors, long-term care, kids, veterans). 
● Highlight how policy changes benefit those in power and the very wealthy.
● Don’t rely on legal arguments. Speak 

from the heart.
● Don’t focus on Pres. Trump alone. His authoritarian 

power grabs would not be possible without help from 
billionaires and other elected  officials.



Some to take action 

● Volunteer– Fight with kindness for kindness. 
● Send an email or letter to those who represent you 

in DC or at the Ohio Statehouse
● Read and reflect on MLK’s letter from Birmingham 

jail. 
● Explore history-
     Learning from the Abolitionists’ 
     Handbook.
● Read about organizing-

No Short Cuts: Organizing for 
Power in the New Gilded Age

 

https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://grassrootsconnector.substack.com/p/learning-from-the-abolitionist-playbook
https://grassrootsconnector.substack.com/p/learning-from-the-abolitionist-playbook
https://commonslibrary.org/no-shortcuts-to-building-power/
https://commonslibrary.org/no-shortcuts-to-building-power/


● You are more likely to make friends 
and family aware of a topic.

● Friends and Family are more likely 
to turn to YOU to stay informed 
about a topic.

This is us

This is YOU!

Ad Council Research Institute Trusted messenger study 2022

You are a Trusted Messenger

https://ad-council.brightspotcdn.com/12/13/1b15280b441da5a607aed57185be/adcouncil-acri-trustedmessenger-report-11-2022-final.pdf


Disengage From Unproductive Conversations
Conversations may escalate and become unproductive and that is okay! Stay 
calm and respectfully disengage from the conversation using these tips.

1. Be empathetic and Unjudging 
2. Focus on Feelings
3. Excuse yourself from the conversation

How about we finish 
talking about this 

later.

I didn't mean to upset 
you!

I can tell that you care a 
lot about this issue. 

Sorry to cut you off, I 
have to go take care of 

something. 
Can we talk some other 

time?



Establish, Build, and Maintain Trust

Listen to understand not to respond!
Do not interrupt and do not form a response until they are 

finished speaking

Ask questions to get to the source of the concern!
This is how we demonstrate that we are interested in their 

perspective. This is where we find common values!

Repeat their concern back to them
Repeating back shows that you are making an effort to 

listen. This lessens the chance of a simple misunderstanding

“I see, what I hear 
you saying is
[repeat concern] 

did I get that right?”



Express Empathy

Validate their emotions and understand where they are coming from.
Acknowledge and relate to what the person is sharing. Respond 

without judgement and avoid making assumptions.

Connect on shared values
● Fair elections
● People choosing their 

Government = Democracy
● Love of family

“ I feel you! 
I can tell that you also care 
a lot about fair elections.”

“I see where you’re coming 
from. 
It can be hard to know what 
information on social media is 
real when there is so much 
misinformation and clickbait.



Share correct information and trusted sources

Guide them to trusted sources of information.
Don’t tell them what to do or think!

Ask for Permission before sharing.
● Correct information

● Trusted sources of information
● Your own experiences

“I’ve seen that too! Want 
to know what what I 
heard?”

“Do you mind if I show 
you how I verify info or 
news?”



The decline in journalism parallels the decline in 
democracy. 

● 74% of Americans say that 
criticism from the media 
keeps political leaders from 
doing things that they 
shouldn’t (Pew 9/2024)

● Support local journalism and 
nonprofit journalism like 
Ohio Public Radio, the Ohio 
Capital Journal, and 
ProPublica.

● Question the way that those 
in power frame their 
decisions and how they 
“other” fellow Americans



“We all have gifts, strategies, insights, and 
challenges that are going to manifest in this 
life, in this body, in this time, in this place 
for a reason. And I believe that if this 
country really is a house on a fire, we chose 
to live out our lives here because we are 
water. We are here because we have a gift 
for saving ourselves and each other.”
                                
                               Saeed Jones on Nov. 5, 2024


