Applied Information Resources
Newsletter

Fall, 2016

U

Preview of Upcoming Community Issues Forums
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Getting a Grasp on 2

Money In Politics The forums are held in the Christ Church Cathedral, 318 East Fourth Street, and un-

less otherwise noted, and they are generally held twice a month on Thursdays at noon.
Money in Politics, 3 They are free and open to all.
Cont.

Thursday , September 15th, Noon. "We Have Enough Resources to End
Poverty." Speaker- Michelle Dillingham.. This Forum continues last

Voting Reminder

Income Inequality 4 | spring’s series “Are We Really Serious about Addressing Poverty?” It is

ICJP date also a preview to a larger Forum that evening at the Mt. Auburn Presby-
ontributions Help X

Air, Inc. terian Church at 6:00pm

Applied Information Resources is a Thursday , September 29th, Noon. "The Children's Services Levy." (A
non-profit, public policy research and panel)

community information organization
dedicated to:

Thursday , October 13th, Noon . "The CPS Levy that includes funding for
. Citizen education on public issues. preschool." ( a pa nel)

. Assisting human service organiza-

tions in evaluating their programs, Thursday , October 27th, Noon. "Candidates for County Offices Square
and Off."

Community Issues Forum

. Providing the best possible infor-

mation to decision makets fe- Thursday , November
sponding to changing human and 10th, Noon "Post
urban necds. Election Analysis
Combined With a Dis- |
cussion of the Need

for Campaign Re-
form."

Applied Information Resources

830 Main Street, Suite 900

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2193
Thursday , December

1st., Noon
"Addressing Local
Gun Violence."

Staff

William K. Woods

Pdward Burdell Thursday , December 15th., Noon "Community Policing/ Black Lives
. dchnelder Matter.




Applied Information Resource

GETTING A GRASP ON MONEY IN POLITICS

by Bill Woods for StreetVibes, July 29, 2016

How do we deal with
such an overwhelming

problem?

It is so enormous that it defies us
to get a handle on it. "Big money"
has become so dominant in our
political process that many people
now throw up their hands in des-
pair and say this is a reality that
cannot be changed. Like the myth
in which Sisyphus is doomed to
unsuccessfully roll rocks up the hill,
reformers see their reforms fail
due to huge legal and political ob-
stacles.

The facts are daunting. The press
reports Hillary Clinton raised $28-
million in May, and she is expected
to spend a billion on her campaign
for President. During the same
month, billionaire Donald Trump
took in $3.1-million, and pundits
talked about his campaign's money
shortage. An earlier article by The
New York Times reported that one
hundred and fifty families in the
U.S. had donated half of the cash
for the presidential primary con-
tests.

Focusing on the Koch brothers
alone, they have pledged to spend
$700-$900 million on 2016 politi-
cal races. Since they are not Trump
backers, their millions will flow to
Congressional candidates who sup-
port their anti-regulation and anti-
tax agenda. Ohio is a good exam-
ple. In a close race between incum-
bent Senator Rob Portman and
former Governor Ted Strickland,
the Kochs and their allies have
already donated approximately
$30- million to Portman's cam-
paign.

With giant legal obstacles such as
Citizens United and the reality that

2016 will be the most expensive
election ever,

are political reforms hopeless? If we
accept "yes" as the answer to that
question, then we have to accept
the replacement of democracy with
plutocracy. Granting then the up hill
struggle for reform, reformers must
continue to promote their proposals

There also seem to be some signs
of hope. Beyond the damage "big
money" has done to the political
process

itself, people are beginning to see
the connections between politics
and economic and social problems.
No one has better documented the
interrelationship of trends such as
corporate campaign donations and
current anti-regulation and tax poli-
cies than former Secretary of Labor
Robert Reich. In his book,
"Capitalism For All," Reich describes
the growing economic inequality in
this country as a direct result of cor-
porate power in Washington, D.C.
and In many state capitals. That is
why he became the Chair of Com-
mon Cause and a champion of cam-
paign reform.

Ironically, Donald Trump sensed the
public's distaste for the dependency
of candidates on large donors. As a
billionaire, he said he wouldn't have
this need. However, now that he is
the Republican nominee for Presi-
dent, he just endorsed a new super
PAC, "Rebuilding America Now,"
dedicated to his election.

On the other side of the political
equation, Senator Bernie Sanders
made political reform an integral
part of his grassroots agenda, and
he criticized Hillary Clinton for her
Wall Street ties and for accepting
million dollar speaking fees from
Goldman Sachs. By the end of the

primaries, both Sanders and Clinton
were on record in favor of repealing Citi-
zens United. Nevertheless, Clinton is
raising a ton of money, and the super
PAC supporting her, "Priorities USA Ac-
tion," has raised nearly $100-million in
recent months.

What specifically can reformers do in the
months ahead? Obviously, the Presiden-
tial and Congressional campaigns offer
an ideal backdrop for educating Ameri-
cans about the need to restrict the dam-
aging impact of "big money" on repre-
sentative democracy. Beyond portraying
money's unhealthy influence on cam-
paigns and public life, reformers must
show what can effectively be done to
make things better.

MONEY IN

POLITICS

There is no silver bullet for renewing de-
mocracy. Addressing the impacts of Citi-
zens United, represents the biggest chal-
lenge. The easiest solution would be a
reversal of this 2010 Supreme Court
decision by a new Court majority. Since it
was a divisive five to four decision, it
could be successfully challenged if one
or two new appointments changed the
direction of the Court. In fact, the ap-
pointment of new Justices has already

(Cntinued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
become an issue in the Presidential
race.

Without a reversal by the Supreme
Court, Congress can pass legislation
such as requiring full disclosure of
individual and corporate donors to
super PACs. Beyond such limited im-
provements, however, a Constitutional

LS

POLITICS

Amendment will be needed to elimi-
nate Citizens United. Groups such as
"Move To Amend" are already orga-
nized to do just that, but amending the
Constitution is a Herculean undertak-
ing that will require diverse citizens

and civic groups to effectively work
together for years.

One reform that has been effective in
stunting the importance of seeking
large donations is the public financing
of campaigns. Variations of public fi-
nancing exists in certain cities, Arizo-
na, and several New England states,
and it has helped elect local and state
public officials who could not have
won without public support. In Cincin-
nati, voters passed a campaign reform

% Charter Amendment in 2001 that in-

cluded public financing, but big local
donors such as Carl Lindner helped
bankroll a counter Amendment in
2002 that eliminated that section of
the reform law.

Because of an earlier Supreme Court
decision, Buckley versus Valeo, public
financing must be voluntary for candi-
dates, and if candidates choose not to
receive it, no limit can be set in terms
of how much they spend on their cam-
paigns. Nevertheless, It exists as a
reform that helps level the playing field
for candidates who don't have or don't
want support from Fat Cat donors.

Another longstanding reform that ex-
ists at the federal, state, and local lev-

els establishes contribution limits for
individuals and organizations donating
to candidates' campaigns. Although
such limits deserve to be maintained,
the Supreme Court's unleashing of
basically uncontrolled super PACs has
greatly limited the effectiveness of this
restriction.

Finally, a variety of disclosure laws at
all levels allows us to see who is giving
the huge campaign donations. New
disclosure laws are needed to shed
light on the hidden money going into
the private groups unleashed by Citi-
zens United.

Besides using 2016 as an education
year focused on the need for cam-
paign reform, this time should be uti-
lized in expanding the number of civic,
religious, social service, and grass-
roots groups that are concerned about
money in politics, voting rights, and
ending gerrymandering. Until we build
huge coalitions of diverse citizens, we
will fall further behind in the battle to
renew democracy?

Board of Elections is 7:30pm.

Voting Reminder

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 Registration deadline.
Check your registration online at www.MyOhioVote.com or by calling your county Board of Elections.

Tuesday, November 8, 2016-Election Day! Polls are open
6:30am to 7:30pm; deadline to drop off absentee ballots at

Monday, October 12, 2016 Absentee & early in-person voting will begin.

Saturday, November 5, 2016 12 noon deadline for absentee ballot requests.

Monday, November 7, 2016 - Deadline to postmark mailed absentee ballots.
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Income Inequality Update

A few of the many things going on addressing income inequality.

The Economic Justice Roundtable will be meeting in the next few weeks. If you would

care to join this group of committed individuals pursuing many different approaches

to improving our community contact Ed at elburdell@airinc.org.

At the last meeting we heard from Derrick Braziel about the work of Mortar, an OTR

based nonprofit helping folks turn great ideas into viable business. We want to con-

gratulate Derrick and his colleagues on the city’s announcement of a $500,000 fund
to support minority entrepreneurs who are working with Mortar. This is not necessarily
directly related to Derrick’s presentation.

e The Economics of Compassion Initiatives [ECI] effort is becoming more formalized.
The new nonprofit has received its IRS 501(c) 3 certification. ECl was assisted by
attorney Benjamin Cramer through Legal Aid’s Volunteer Lawyer Program.

e Christ Church Cathedral has begun exploratory steps to see how it might add value
to the many community development efforts underway. The Rev. Rob Rhodes is
leading this work.

Applied Information Resources

CONTRIBUTIONS HELP AIR, INC. WITH

830 Main Street, Suite 900

COMMUNITY WORK
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2193
Phone: 513-381-4994
Email: air@airinc.org AIR depends on individual contributions to support our work. We are
a charitable 501(c (3) organization and your contributions help fund
AT such projects as campaignh finance reform, political reform and

studies in racism and homelessness in Cincinnati. We invite you to
assist us as AIR takes on community issues and challenges.

WWW. alrinc. org

o $500 0$100 o $50 0 $25

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to: AIR, Inc. and send to:

Applied Information Resources
AIR, INC.

830 Main Street, Suite 900
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Public Policy and You can now donate online at www.airinc.org
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